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Few kings have been more savagely caricatured or grossly misunderstood than England's first

Stuart. Yet, as this new biography demonstrates, the modern tendency to downplay his defects and

minimize the longer term consequences of his reign has gone too far. For, in spite of genuine

idealism and flashes of considerable resourcefulness, James I remains a perplexing figure. A

flawed, if well-meaning, foreigner in a rapidly changing and divided kingdom, his passionate

commitment to time-honoured principles of government would, ironically, prove his undoing, as

England edged unconsciously towards the crossroads and the shadow of the Thirty Years War

descended like a pall upon Europe.
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A detailed examination of the actions and character of the first of the Stuarts. Enough historical

setting to make the context of his actions clear. England was at peace when he began his reign,

and at peace when it ended. This makes it clear why.



Wonderful book that sets the stage for the Stuart monarchy! I've always been curious about what

happened after Elizabeth I and after consuming all that was available on Wikipedia, I wanted to

embark on a more in-depth Stuart reading journey. After much research, I decided that James I by

Matusiak was probably the best starting point and I couldn't have made a better choice. Insightful,

informative, and detailed, Matusiak has a flare for bringing the historical events to life with a frank

and witty tone which makes the book a pleasure to read.I've since shared with my family who are

now also embarking on a Stuart reading journey themselves as a result. Highly recommend for an

informative and engaging biography of a fascinating person and period of transition.

Nicely written.
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